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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-25 are pending in this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claim 23 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

4. With respect to claim 23, "a computer-readable medium" is being recited. 
Applicant's specification states that "where the medium may be a recordable data 
storage medium, a modulated carrier signal, or another type of computer-readable 
medium." A modulated carrier signal is not one of the statutory subject matter. 
See MPEP 2106.01 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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6. Claims 1-9, 12, 15-18, 20, 21, 23, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Hamilton, II et al. (US Patent 7,107,330 B1, hereinafter 
Hamilton) in view of Barmettler et al. (US PUB 2003/0023770 A1, hereinafter 
Barmettler). 

7. With respect to claim 1 . Hamilton discloses creating entries for drivers within a 
master driver file (column 3, lines 50-54); and, for each client computing system, 
creating references within an unattended installation file for the client computing system 
within the master driver file (column 3, lines 50-61). While Hamilton discloses the 
determining versions of device drivers executable by different operating system in . 
different client computing system (column 2, lines 31-33), he does not disclose 
specifically which drivers are needed for devices on the client computing systems that 
are not automatically found and installed on the client computing system during vendor- 
specified operating system installation on the client computing system. 

In the same field of endeavor, Barmettler discloses which drivers are needed for 
devices on the client computing systems that are not automatically found and installed 
on the client computing system during vendor-specified operating system installation on 
the client computing system ([0009], lines 4-12). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Hamilton by determining which 
drivers are needed for devices on client system as taught by Barmettler in order to 
install the needed driver on Hamilton system. 
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8. With respect to claim 2, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 
above. In addition, Barmettler discloses which drivers are needed for mass storage 
devices on the client computing systems ([0009], lines 4-12, [0002], lines 1-3). 

9. With respect to claim 3, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 1 
above. In addition, Barmettler discloses remotely scanning hardware on the client 
computer systems to learn of the devices that are not automatically found and installed 
on the client computing systems during operating system installation ([0009], lines 4-9, 
[0021], lines 1-6, [0014], lines 3-7, the web site determines whether the driver 
installation can be automated while the automated installation object determines which 
peripheral devices are attached to the computing system in which essentially the 
website remotely scans the hardware on the client computer systems). 

10. . With respect to claim 4, Hamilton discloses creating entries for the drivers within 
the master driver file comprises creating entries for the drivers within the master driver 
file that are not already present within the master driver file (column 3, lines 50-54). 

1 1 . With respect to claim 5, Hamilton discloses creating entries for the drivers within 
the master driver file comprises creating entries for the drivers within the master driver 
file as stored on a server computing system (column 3, lines 50-61). 
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12. With respect to claim 6, Hamilton discloses copying the master driver file to each 
client computing system (column 3, lines 65-67), wherein creating references within the 
unattended installation file for each client computing system to the entries for the drivers 
of the devices within the master drive file comprises creating the references to the 
entries for the drivers of the devices within the master driver file as copied to the client 
computing system (column 3, lines 58-61). 

1 3. With respect to claim 7, Hamilton discloses copying the master driver file to each 
client computing system comprises copying the master driver file in its entirety to each 
client computer system (column 3, lines 65-67, 58-61 , 50-52). 

14. With respect to claim 8, Hamilton discloses copying the master driver file to each 
client computing system comprises, for each client computing system, copying only 
those parts of the master driver file that include the entries for the drivers that are 
needed for the devices on the client computing system (column 4, lines 1-3). 

1 5. With respect to claim 9, Hamilton discloses for each client computing system, 
copying the drivers that are needed for the devices on the client computing system to 
the client computing system (column 4, lines 1-3). 

16. With respect to claim 12, Hamilton discloses the unattended installation file for 
each client computing system is an operating system installation answer file for the 
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client computing system (column 3, lines 50-57, the unattended installation file may also 
be referred to as an answer file, and contains the values, or answers, needed by the 
operating system installation process). 

17. With respect to claim 15, Hamilton discloses a plurality of client computing 
systems (column 6, lines 61-67, column 7, lines 1-3), a server computing system having 
stored thereon a master driver file within which entries for drivers for the devices of each 
client computing system are created (column 6, lines 61-67, column 7, lines 1-3), 
wherein each client computing system has an unattended installation file within which 
the server computing system creates references to the entries for the drivers of the < ■ • 
devices for the client computing system within the master driver file (column 3, lines 50- 
61). While Hamilton discloses the determining versions of device drivers executable by - 
different operating system in different client computing system (column 2, lines 31-33), 
he does not disclose specifically which drivers are needed for devices on the client 
computing systems that are not automatically found and installed on the client 
computing system during vendor-specified operating system installation on the client 
computing system. 

In the same field of endeavor, Barmettler discloses which drivers are needed for 
devices on the client computing systems that are not automatically found and installed 
on the client computing system during vendor-specified operating system installation on 
the client computing system ([0009], lines 4-12). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Hamilton by determining which 
drivers are needed for devices on client system as taught by Barmettler in order to 
install the needed driver on Hamilton system. 

18. With respect to claim 16, the claim is rejected as the same reasons as claim 15 
above. In addition, Barmettler discloses mass storage devices ([0009], lines 4-12, 
[0002], lines 1-3). 

19. With respect to claim 17, Hamilton discloses each client computing system has a 
copy of the master driver file after entries for the drivers for the devise of the client 
computing system are created therein (column 3, lines 65-67, lines 50-57, column 4, 
lines 1-3). 

20. With respect to claim 18, Hamilton discloses each client computing system has 
copied thereto by the server computing system drivers for the devices referenced in the 
unattended installation file of the client computing system (column 3, lines 50-61). 

21 . With respect to claim 20, Hamilton discloses a server computing system 
communicatively connected to a plurality of client computing systems comprising 
(column 6, lines 66-67, column 7, lines 1-3), means for creating entries for drivers within 
a master driver file (column 3, lines 50-54); and, means for creating references for each 
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client computing system within an unattended installation file for the client computing 
system to the entries for the drivers of the devices for the client computing system within 
the master driver file (column 3, lines 50-61 ). While Hamilton discloses the determining 
versions of device drivers executable by different operating system in different client 
computing system (column 2, lines 31-33), he does not disclose specifically which 
drivers are needed for devices on the client computing systems that are not 
automatically found and installed on the client computing system during vendor- 
specified operating system installation on the client computing system. 

In the same field of endeavor, Barmettler discloses which drivers are needed for 
devices on the client computing systems that are not automatically found and installed 
on the client computing system during vendor-specified operating system installation on 
the client computing system ([0009], lines 4-12). . 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Hamilton by determining which 
drivers are needed for devices on client system as taught by Barmettler in order to 
install the needed driver on Hamilton system. 

22. With respect to claim 21 , Hamilton discloses means for copying the master driver 
file to each client computing system (column 3, lines 65-67); and, means for copying the 
drivers that are needed for the devices on each client computing system thereto 
(column 4, lines 1-3). 
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23. With respect to claim 23, Hamilton discloses means in the medium for creating 
entries within a master driver file (column 3, lines 50-54), for creating references for 
each client computing system within an unattended installation file for the client 
computing system to the entries for the drivers of the devices for the client computing 
system within the master driver file (column 3, lines 50-61). While Hamilton discloses 
the determining versions of device drivers executable by different operating system in 
different client computing system (column 2, lines 31-33), he does not disclose 
specifically which drivers are needed for devices on the client computing systems that 
are not automatically found and installed on the client computing system during vendor- 
specified operating system installation and a computer-readable medium. 

In the same field of endeavor, Barmettler discloses which drivers are needed for 
devices on the client computing systems that are not automatically found and installed 
on the client computing system during vendor-specified operating system installation 
([0009], lines 4-12) and a computer-readable medium ([0017], lines 7-10, [0014], lines 
21-29, internet consists of multiple computer-readable mediums). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Hamilton by determining which 
drivers are needed for devices on client system as taught by Barmettler in order to 
install the needed driver on Hamilton system and also including a computer-readable 
medium so that data/drivers/programs/software are readily available. 
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24. With respect to claim 24, Hamilton discloses copying the master driver file to 
each client computing system (column 3, lines 65-67) and for copying the drivers that 
are needed for the de4vices on each client computing system thereto (column 4, lines 
1-3). 

25. Claims 10, 13, 14, 22, and 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Hamilton in view of Barmettler as applied to claims 1,15, 20, 
and 23 and in further view of Piatt (US Patent 5,421,009, hereinafter Piatt). 



26. With respect to claim 10, the combination of Hamilton and Barmettler discloses 
where the drivers of the devices for the client computing systems are able to be 
installed in the unattended manner due to the references created within the unattended 
installation files to the entries for the drivers of the devices within the master drive file 
(Hamilton column 3, lines 50-61) but does not disclose remotely installing operating 
systems on the client computing systems in an unattended manner. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Piatt discloses remotely installing 
operating systems on the client computing systems in an unattended manner (column 1, 
lines 61-63, column 2, lines 3-6). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Hamilton and 
Barmettler with the teachings of Piatt in order to not only provide/install drivers, but 
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programs/software as well which are needed/useful without an administrator/personnel 
to complete the task resulting in a more efficient manner. 

27. With respect to claim 13. Hamilton discloses creating entries for drivers within a 
master driver file that are not already present within the master driver file as stored on a 
server computing system (column 3, lines 35-49); copying the master driver file to each 
client computing system (column 3, lines 65-67); copying the, drivers that are needed for 
the devices on each client computing system to the client computing system (column 4, 
lines 1-3); for each client computing system, creating references within an unattended 
installation file for the client computing system to the entries for the drivers of the 
: devices for the client computing system within the master driver file as copied to the 
client computing system (column 3, lines 58-61), where the drivers of the device for the 
client computing systems are able to be installed in the unattended manner due to the 
references created within the unattended installation files to the entries for the drivers of 
the devices within the master driver file (column 3, lines 50-61 ). While Hamilton 
discloses the determining versions of device drivers executable by different operating 
system in different client computing system (column 2, lines 31-33), he does not 
disclose specifically which drivers are needed for devices on the client computing 
systems that are not automatically found and installed on the client computing system 
during vendor-specified operating system installation on the client computing system. 

In the same field of endeavor, Barmettler discloses which drivers are needed for 
devices on the client computing systems that are not automatically found and installed 
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on the client computing system during vendor-specified operating system installation on 
the client computing system ([0009], lines 4-12). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teachings of Hamilton by determining which 
drivers are needed for devices on client system as taught by Barmettler in order to 
install the needed driver on Hamilton system. 

The combination of Hamilton and Barmettler' does not disclose remotely installing 
operating systems on the client computing systems in an unattended manner. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Piatt discloses remotely installing 
operating systems on the client computing systems in an unattended manner (column 1, 
lines 61-63, column 2, lines 3-6) 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a peteon of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Hamilton and Barmettler 
with the teachings of Piatt in order for a more convenient way not only to provide/install 
drivers, but programs/software that are needed/useful. 

28. With respect to claim 14, the claim is rejected as the same reasons as claim 13 
above. In addition, Barmettler discloses the devices on the client computing systems 
are mass storage devices ([0009], lines 4-12, [0002], lines 1-3). 

29. With respect to claim 22, it is rejected as the same reasons as claim 20 above. 
In addition, Hamilton discloses where the drivers of the devices for the client computing 
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systems are able to be installed in the unattended manner due to the references 
created within the unattended installation files to the entries for the drivers of the 
devices within the master driver file (column 3, lines 50-61). 

The combination of Hamilton and Barmettler does not disclose remotely installing 
operating systems on the client computing systems in an unattended manner. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Piatt discloses remotely installing 
. operating systems on the client computing systems in an unattended manner (column 1, 
lines 61-63, column 2, lines 3-6). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Hamilton and Barmettler 
with the teachings of Piatt in order for a more convenient way not only to provide/install , 
drivers, but programs/software that are needed/useful. 

30. With respect to claim 25, it is rejected as the same reasons as claim 23 above. 
In addition, Hamilton discloses where the drivers of the devices for the client computing 
systems are able to be installed in the unattended manner due to the references 
created within the unattended installation files to the entries for the drivers of the 
devices within the master driver file (column 3, lines 50-61). 

The combination of Hamilton and Barmettler does not disclose remotely installing 
operating systems on the client computing systems in an unattended manner. 
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However, in the same field of endeavor, Piatt discloses remotely installing 
operating systems on the client computing systems in an unattended manner (column 1, 
lines 61-63, column 2, lines 3-6). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Hamilton and Barmettler 
with the teachings of Piatt in order for a more convenient way not only to provide/install 
drivers, but programs/software that are needed/useful. 

31. Claims 11 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hamilton in view of Barmettler as applied to claims 1 and 15 and in further 
view of Maxwell et al. (US Patent 6,567,860 B1, hereinafter Maxwell). 

32. With respect to claim 1 1 , it is rejected as the same reasons as claim 1 above. 
The combination of Hamilton and Barmettler does not disclose that the master driver' file 
is a text mode driver. > 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Maxwell discloses wherein the master 
driver file is a text mode driver file (column 10, lines 48-50). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Hamilton and Barmettler 
with the teachings of Maxwell in order to incorporate devices that are required upon 
booting which is necessary to create a file directory or such sort so the operating 
system will recognize such drivers for such devices. 
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33. With respect to claim 19, it is rejected as the same reasons as claim 15 above. 
Hamilton discloses the unattended installation file for each client computing system is 
an operating system installation answer file for the client computing system (column 3, 
lines 50-57, the unattended installation file may also be referred to as an answer file, 
and contains the values, or answers, needed by the operating system installation 
process). The combination of Hamilton and Barmettler does not disclose that the 
master driver file is a text mode driver file. 

However, in the same field of endeavor, Maxwell discloses wherein the master 
driver file is a text mode driver file (column 1 0, lines 48-50). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the ait at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Hamilton and Barmettler 
with the teachings of Maxwell in order to incorporate devices that are required upon 
booting which is necessary to create a file directory or such sort so the operating 
system will recognize such drivers for such devices. 

Conclusion 

34. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ho Ting Shiu whose telephone number is 571-270- 
3810. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thur (7:30am - 6:00pm). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nabil El-Hady can be reached on 571-272-3963. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

HTS 

11/08/2007 




